
JMU and State Authorization 
 

States have rules regarding 
authorization, meaning that it is up to 
each state to determine how they 
regulate institutions, like universities, 
from other states. This primarily affects 
students completing internships in 
other states and those enrolled in 
online programs. JMU is working to 
respond to existing state regulations so 
that our students can take advantage of 
the most opportunities.  

To help make the rules more clear for 
students and their universities, 
institutions from multiple states started 
discussing the idea of reciprocity:  We will allow your students to participate in learning 
activities in our state if you allow our students to participate in your state. From this, the 
National Council of State Authorization Reciprocity was created. This group worked with the 
five higher education compacts to negotiate common standards that member states and 
institutions agree to. Virginia is a member of the Southern Regional Education Board, making it 
eligible to be part of the State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA).  

Each state has the option to join SARA. Once a state is approved, institutions within that state 
could choose to join SARA. There are currently 36 states that are part of SARA, and there is 
good confidence what the number will increase to 45 within the next few years. JMU joined 
SARA in June of 2015 and is therefore authorized to operate in SARA states. This means that 
students from any state that is participating in SARA may enroll in programs that are offered 
fully online by JMU, and JMU students may complete internships or other credit-bearing 
placement courses in states that are part of SARA. 

Some states have chosen not join SARA. As a result, compliance with the expectations of non-
SARA states has become more problematic than originally expected. The variation in definitions 
of what constitutes physical presence from state to state, combined with the lack of a common 
clearinghouse for those definitions, means that JMU must individually investigate the 
requirements of states that are not part of SARA.  

We want to provide students with the widest possible variety of internship and other placement 
opportunities, so JMU continues to pursue authorization in states that are not members of 
SARA. This process is time-consuming, and we’re focused on states that have been identified as 
the highest priority. To keep students and faculty informed of the ever-changing landscape, 
JMU maintains an informational website. This site has the most up-to-date information for the 
states in which JMU is authorized to operate. 

Currently, students should not participate in physical placements in states that are marked in 
red on the linked map. While we are actively working to secure authorization in other states, 
we cannot allow placements in those that are not approved. North Carolina is particularly 
problematic, as we are not able to begin our application process there. 

*Please note that this map is subject 
to change. Check website for current 
SARA information. 

http://www.sreb.org/
http://nc-sara.org/content/sara-policies-and-standards
http://www.jmu.edu/academic-affairs/sara.shtml
http://www.jmu.edu/academic-affairs/sara.shtml


We understand that navigating the regulations regarding state authorization can be tricky, and 
we’re happy to help where we can. If you have questions, please contact: 

Doug Hearrington (hearridb) 

Sarah MacDonald (macdonsk) 

Kristi Shackelford (shackekl) 


